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is hope! Our lives can be changed, and our
world can be changed. The Scripture says,
““You must be born again.”” You could have a
spiritual rebirth right here today.

What must be done? Let me briefly suggest
three things.

First, we must repent. In the depths of the
American Civil War, Abraham Lincoln called
for special days of public repentance and
prayer. Our need for repentance is no less
today. What does repentance mean? Repent-
ance means to change our thinking and our
way of living. It means to turn from our sins
and to commit ourselves to God and His will.
Over 2700 years ago the Old Testament
prophet Isaiah declared: ‘“‘Seek the Lord
while he may be found: call on him while he
is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and
the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to
the Lord, and he will have mercy on him,
and to our God, for he will freely pardon”
(Isaiah 55:6-7, NIV). Those words are as true
today as they were over two and a half mil-
lennia ago.

Second, we must commit our lives to God,
and to the moral and spiritual truths that
have made this nation great. Think how dif-
ferent our nation would be if we sought to
follow the simple and yet profound injunc-
tions of the Ten Commandments and the
Sermon on the Mount. But we must respond
to God, Who is offering us forgiveness,
mercy, supernatural help, and the power to
change.

Third, our commitment must be translated
into action—in our homes, in our neighbor-
hoods, and in our society.

Jesus taught there are only two roads in
life. One is the broad road that is easy and
well-traveled, but which leads to destruc-
tion. The other, He said, is the narrow road
of truth and faith that at times is hard and
lonely, but which leads to life and salvation.

As we face a new millennium, | believe
America has gone a long way down the
wrong road. We must turn around and go
back and change roads. If ever we needed
God’s help, it is now. If ever we needed spir-
itual renewal, it is now. And it can begin
today in each one of our lives, as we repent
before God and yield ourselves to Him and
His Word.

What are YOU going to do?

The other day | heard the story of a high
school principal who held an assembly for
graduating seniors, inviting a recruiter from
each branch of the service: Army, Navy, Air
Force, Marines to each give a twelve minutes
presentation on career opportunities they of-
fered to the students. He stressed the impor-
tance of each staying within their allocated
time.

The Army representative went first, and
was so eloquent that he got a standing ova-
tion, but went eighteen minutes. Not to be
outdone, the Navy presentation was equally
superb, but took nineteen minutes. Air Force
then gave a sterling presentation, which
lasted twenty minutes. By now, the principal
was irate, and admonished the Marine re-
cruiter that he had only three minutes be-
fore the students had to leave for the next
class!

During the first two minutes of his short-
ened time, the Marine didn’t say a word, but
individually and carefully studied the faces
of each student. Finally, he said, “I've
looked across this crowd and | see three or
four individuals who have what it takes to be
a United States Marine. If you think you are
one of them, | want to see you down front
immediately after the assembly.”

Who do you think drew the biggest crowd!

This afternoon, as | look out across this
distinguished group gathered here, | see
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more than a few men and women who have
what it takes, under God to lead our country
forward ‘““through the night” into the next
millenium—individuals who represent civic
and governmental authority—as well as doc-
tors, lawyers, clergy, artists and media.

Again, Ruth and | are deeply humbled by
this award, and we thank you for all that it
represents.

We pledge to continue the work that God
has called us to do as long as we live.

Thank you.
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, | am taking this
opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
provided by the Flynns Lick Volunteer Fire De-
partment. These brave, civic-minded people
give freely of their time so that we may all feel
safer at night.

Few realize the depth of training and hard
work that goes into being a volunteer fire-
fighter. To quote one of my local volunteers,
“These firemen must have an overwhelming
desire to do for others while expecting nothing
in return.”

Preparation includes twice-monthly training
programs in which they have live drills, study
the latest videos featuring the latest in fire-
fighting tactics, as well as attend seminars
where they can obtain the knowledge they
need to save lives. Within a year of becoming
a volunteer firefighter, most attend the Ten-
nessee fire training school in Murfreesboro
where they undergo further, intensified train-
ing.

When the residents of my district go to bed
at night, they know that should disaster strike
and their home catch fire, well-trained and
qualified volunteer fire departments are ready
and willing to give so graciously and gener-
ously of themselves. This peace of mind
should not be taken for granted.

By selflessly giving of themselves, they en-
sure a safer future for us all. We owe these
volunteer fire departments a debt of gratitude
for their service and sacrifice.
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Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to pay tribute to the National Fire
Protection Association [NFPA] as it celebrates
its 100th anniversary. Organized in 1896, the
NFPA is an international nonprofit organization
with headquarters in Quincy, MA. Over 68,000
members and 300 employees are dedicated to
helping all Americans reduce the burden of
fire on the quality of life by advocating scientif-
ically based consensus codes and standards,
research and education for fire and related
safety issues.
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The NFPA's national consensus codes and
standards are respected worldwide. Over
5,300 individuals serve voluntarily on technical
committees that develop over 300 safety
codes and standards which are widely adopt-
ed and enforced throughout the land. Among
the most widely used codes are the “National
Electric Code,” the “Life Safety Code,” the
“Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code,”
the “Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler
Systems,” the “Standard for the Storage and
Handling of Liquefied Petroleum Gases,” “Na-
tional Fire Alarm Code,” and the “Standard for
Health Care Facilities.” These documents,
when adopted by Federal, State, or local gov-
ernment make our daily lives safer. From the
buildings we live in to the training of the fire-
fighters who dedicate themselves to protecting
lives and preserving property, the NFPA has
been the leader in advocating fire safety
throughout its 100 years.

NFPA presents its public education pro-
grams about fire safety in a positive, non-
threatening manner to children. The “Learn
Not to Burn [LNTB]” curriculum stresses how
to prevent fires and teaches basic fire safety
behavior. This successful program is used by
schools in all 50 States and is credited with
saving over 300 lives.

At the Eighth Annual Fire and Emergency
Services Dinner on April 30, NFPA was hon-
ored with the Congressional Fire Services In-
stitute’s Partnership Award. This award recog-
nizes NFPA’s outstanding commitment to the
fire service community and its many contribu-
tions to fire safety.

I would like to invite the U.S. Congress to
join me in congratulating NFPA on this historic
anniversary. As the association enters its sec-
ond century, its dedicated membership will
continue to make the United States a safe
place for all Americans.

| urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating NFPA on its 100th anniversary.
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Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, let it
be known that it is with great respect for the
outstanding record of excellence she has com-
piled in academics, leadership, and community
service, that | am proud to salute Aliceson
Robinson, winner of the 1996 LeGrand Smith
Scholarship. This award is made to young
adults who have demonstrated that they are
truly committed to playing important roles in
our Nation’s future.

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship, Aliceson is being honored for dem-
onstrating that same generosity of spirit, intel-
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity
for human service that distinguished the late
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, MI.

Aliceson Robinson is an outstanding student
at Homer High School and her high school
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